Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning
critical role in promoting research in distance education so that it can
help the distance education system in meeting the educational needs
of the people who are denied and deprived of the benefits of education
provided through formal methods.
In view of rapid expansion of distance education, there is a greater
need for research inputs to the system. Even though the system is over
two decades old, it has not yet attracted serious attention of researchers
and scholars. The research on the system is not proportionate to the
volume of student body. The research done so far is limited in quantity
and quality. The following are some of the broad areas on which research
needs to be promoted intensively:
-       politico - socio - economic factors leading to the establishment of
distance education institutions
aims and objects - their fulfillment
organisational structure - reasons for adopting a particular model
role of regional and study centres
course development - approaches - models - significance and
problems in course teams
identification of education needs - methods and mechanisms
-      nature and types of courses - feedback from students, tutors and
counsellors
-      characteristics of students
problems in dropout and persistence
-      multi-media instructional system - nature and components
-      role of communication and information technology
-      offering science and technology courses - problems in providing
lab facilities, practical works
student support services - Why? What? How?
-      face to face tuition and correspondence tuition
-      assessment procedures and methods
-      evaluation of the system - organisation, methods, procedures,
results, modification of the system on the results of evaluation
-      impacts on and gains of the states
The Centre for Staff Training and Development, and the Centre
for Evaluation of the State Open University, the Staff Training and
Research Institute in Distance Education of the National Open
University, University Grants Commission, the Commonwealth of
Learning and professional bodies like ICDE and AAOU should play
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